[aura Maisie Three Years On...

It was in the summer of 2020 that fate took control of our lives as we reversed into the Elton Moss boat yard at Kings
Lock, Middlewich.

We had been living aboard our first fifty foot ‘practice’ narrow boat, Constanze, for 2 years and had come to the point
where we had to make a decision. We had originally said we would try narrowboat living for two years, then decide if we
liked it enough to continue. The decision to stay on water was an easy one, but it was clear to us that our boat needed a
lot of upgrading, if not a total re-fit, if we were to stay on board for a long while. We had no fridge, no hot water on tap
unless the engine had been running for hours, a shower which was so tiny that the curtain swallowed us alive and worst
of all not enough space for our hobbies. We had learned in our two years aboard that we were definitely not DIYers,

and that it was not always easy finding someone to carry out the work, so we started looking around for a bigger, more
comfortable second-hand boat.

Then one day everything changed. We had to execute a difficult manoeuvre into Elton Moss boatyard to get our toilet
tank pumped out and this meant reversing between boats in various stages of completion. While waiting to be attended
to, we started looking more closely at these beautiful shiny new boats and the light bulb went on. The next thing we
knew we were in the office looking at layouts and plans. It just happened that there was an empty hull sitting waiting for
an owner. This was later to become Laura Maisie.

Although we can be impulsive, we did go away and think about what to do, and we approached another couple of
boatbuilders, but one had a waiting list of over two years and the other builders’ build quality just was not equal to what
we had seen at Elton Moss. A couple of weeks later, having always said we would never have a brand new boat, we paid
our deposit to Elton Moss and immediately started dreaming up names for our new shiny boat.

Building the boat

Then the fun began. We chose the basic layout of the

boat, but as it was an empty hull, we were then able to do
some jiggling internally to make the boat a better fit to our
lifestyle. We swapped a television stand for bookshelves,
added more bookshelves anywhere we could fit them and
chose a few items not normally fitted on a boat like a stove
with an oven on top and a butler sink. Other than that,

we were happy to stick to one of the original Elton Moss
designs.




The most important things for us was to have a comfortable dinette for meals which could also be a space to edit videos
and somewhere to play the games we love. A bathroom and shower which allowed us to move about and give us some
privacy (as much as is possible on a narrowboat), and to have a reliable and safe home to float around in for many years
to come.

We were planning to film the boat being fitted out for our YouTube channel, but then the world changed direction and
lock down hit us. This meant that nearly all the internal options from wall finishes, flooring and furnishings to tiles and
handles had to be chosen remotely and as movement was restricted we couldn’t visit as often as we would have liked
to see the build process. This was not easy, but with the skill and advice of the Elton Moss team and the occasional
stubbornness on our part we ended up with the perfect boat for us.

The most difficult decisions to make were the external paint colours and the name. it was a modern boat but we wanted
to give a nod to tradition with the colours, and Laura Maisie was finally chosen being the names of both our mums.
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The longest winter

Waiting for our new home during lock down seemed like
the longest winter. We continued to cruise on our very ba-
sic boat, but were often only allowed to move for essential
services. We went back and forth on the same canal and
waited patiently as problems obtaining materials, and staff
shortages due to Covid delayed the work but in April 2021
the boat was ready. It ended up being Rich’s biggest birth-
day present ever as we picked up the keys the day after his
sixtieth birthday.

We moved Constanze into the boat yard and moored

up next to Laura Maisie lining up the side hatches. We
had packed up some things like books and crockery, but
everything else was simply passed through the hatches
from one boat to the next and within a few hours we
were settled in. The next day we had instruction on how
these new-fangled luxuries like central heating and plug in
shoreline power worked and then came the most stressful
moment of the whole process. One of us had to drive our
perfect shiny boat out of the boat yard and immediate-

ly through a lock, inevitably giving Laura Maisie her fist
bump! Happy to have got that out of the way we proudly
cruised a month on the Trent and Mersey canal including
taking Laura Maisie down the Anderton boat lift. It was




while waiting here that we looked on in horror as a big,
heavy old work boat pulled in to moor up behind us. As it
got closer and closer. it was clear it was not going to stop
in time and Lauren Maisie was christened with her first
proper scratch. These things happen though and it was
nothing that the Elton Moss team couldn’t fix when we
returned for ‘snagging’ a few months later.
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We really felt as if we were living in a dream. Hot water at the flick of a switch, a shower better than we had ever had,
lots of cupboards, bookshelves and storage and best of all a comfortable dinette which very quickly became our favour-
ite place to sit and chat.

Life on Laura Maisie

We soon relaxed about cruising on our new boat and while meeting up with Sean and Colin, our good friends from
‘Foxes Afloat’, the next hair-brained scheme was born. We agreed to keep them company and take Laura Maisie across
the river Mersey to Liverpool. This was probably the scariest experience we have had while living aboard, taking not just
our boat, but our home and all our belongings across this huge tidal river. Laura Maisie, of course, did us proud and flew
effortlessly across the river although we were really grateful for the bow thrusters which were a great help navigating
into the lock from the tidal Mersey.




Three years on

Since then we have travelled on the tidal River Trent, been to Boston

on the River Witham, got ourselves stuck in a dead end canal having to
reverse two miles out, spent a year on the Leeds and Liverpool canal,
even dropping anchor at a garden mooring for a few months, and spent
a winter on the Llangollen canal, going across the iconic Pontcysyllte
aqueduct. We are now heading south to explore new (to us) waters and
looking forward to new experiences.

Looking back there is very little we would change. We are so glad we
had our first years aboard Constanze. This gave us the chance to work
out what things are important to us on a boat and how we could make
our boat suit our lifestyle. We still think about adding or changing some
of the storage which we know Elton Moss could fit for us if we ever

do decide, but these are all small things and not really important, we
would rather be cruising and exploring. It is comforting to know that
we could happily live on Laura Maisie for the rest of our lives if we wish,
if only we could tow a garden behind us.

Fran and Rich
Floating Our Boat

DA L




